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What of the future? Presently the development of tourism in the area is being 
looked into in more depth and detail. Thanks to Andrew Abraham Stockenstrom 
Le Fleur, the “Servant of God” and “Reformer”, the Griqua of Kranshoek are 
blessed to have inherited such a natural, tranquil beauty such as Kranshoek. Like 
Andrew Le Fleur’s final resting place on the top of Robberg, Kranshoek is blessed 
with breath-taking vistas of fynbos over wild rocky shores and a vast Indian ocean 
where, like Die Kneg, one’s soul can also fly free, even if just for a while.
Whatever lies ahead for the Griqua of Kranshoek, one thing is certain – the name 
Le Fleur, like that of Adam Kok, will always be intimately associated with the 
history of the Griqua people wherever they may find themselves in this fast 
changing and challenging world.

Andrew Abraham Stockenstrom Le Fleur died on the 11th June 1941, aged 74.  
His final resting place on the summit of Robberg is a place of solitude where only 
the sounds of nature are heard, where gulls soar high in the sky above, where the 
winds blow unchallenged above the Indian Ocean and “The servant of God” –  
his soul flies free with them all.
Le Fleur was a true visionary and over time his many predictions apparently 
proved to be surprisingly accurate, so much so that his prophesies made in the 
past, together with those yet to be fulfilled, continue to be a great source of 
inspiration in uniting the Griqua as a nation. Here are a few: a railway line would 
be built between Sishen and Saldanah Bay. He went as far as pinpointing the 
exact location it would cross the Sout River, as well as describing the route it 
would follow. This prophecy is said to have been fulfilled in exceptional detail.
He is also known to have predicted that the Griqua would acquire, at no cost, the 
farm Luiperdskop in the Nama Karoo near Vredendal (now known as Ratelgat). 
Some 60 years after this revelation, in May 1999, the then Minister of Agriculture 
and Land Affairs, Derek Hanekom, donated the farm Luiperdskop to the Griqua 
people as a “symbolic restitution of land”. The farm was bought by the government 
from a private legal titleholder and transferred as a donation to the Griqua 
Ratelgat Development Trust. It was officially opened by the Paramount Chief,  
A A S Le Fleur II on 11 May 2001 and has since become a national heritage site.
Le Fleur further predicted that the Griqua would acquire the farm Jakkalskraal, which 
is situated some 8 km from Plettenberg Bay and 2 km from Kranshoek, prophesying 
that during times of hunger it would be their “bread basket”. Jakkalskraal was 
purchased in 1986 and in 2001 the title deeds were officially handed over to A A S 
Le Fleur II. Today there is a dairy farm and presently some small chalets are being 
built for visitors to enable them to experience the serene beauty of the area.
Another interesting prediction was that the Griqua would be represented in 
Geneva, Switzerland. Today a Griqua representative participates in an official 
delegation to the “Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee”, which 
meet annually in Geneva.
The Griqua allegiance to Andrew Le Fleur, “The Reformer” is absolute and to this 
day his grave is still a place of pilgrimage. After his death, his eldest son, Abraham 
Le Fleur, succeeded him as leader of the Griqua people. Presently Kranshoek is 
home to some 1 000 families who contribute greatly to the wellbeing of 
Plettenberg Bay. Paramount Chief Alan Andrew Le Fleur is the ninth heir to the 
throne of the Griqua Kok dynasty and fourth generation of Le Fleurs to take on 
the role of traditional leader, and he continues to build on the foundations of his 
ancestors while being aware of the demands created by a new era. In keeping 
with worldwide trends, the younger generations are moving away from their 
home bases and traditions, with many attending university and blending with 
cultures outside their own.

The Kranshoek Cultural and  
Tourism Initiative in association  
with Plett Tourism and  
the Bitou Municipality 

For further information, reservations and general enquiries, kindly contact:
email: gosentrum@gmail.com
Griqua National Conference of SA office: 044 533 9338  
Frieda Jansen 079 427 5092: 
 office hours: Mon – Thurs: 08h00 – 16h30; Fridays: 08h00 – 14h00
Maria Smith 076 249 1004
Rachel Manuel 071 200 2473
Sophia van Wyk 071 515 6880

Way back in the mists of time, the Griqua were a nomadic people roaming 
peacefully across the South African landscape. Then, with the encroachment of a 
diverse group – boers, colonialists and black tribes – searching for more land, the 
Griqua found themselves caught right in the middle. Their quiet pastoral life came 
to an abrupt end, their daily existence became one of clashes and skirmishes, 
ushering an era of prolonged uprooting and trekking.
Adam Kok I was the first Griqua leader. In 1740 he gathered the Khoi and San 
people under one auspice and led the first trek from Piketberg to Griqualand West. 
Towards the end of his own life he passed the leadership, together with the family 
staff, on to his eldest son Cornelius, and subsequently to Adam Kok II.
It was during Adam Kok II’s reign that the term “Griqua” was first used by the 
missionaries back in 1813. The Griqua nation was also the first of the indigenous 
groups to have its own flag and currency, together with a proud royal ancestry.  
This royal lineage constitutes the bloodline of Adam Kok I, and is the only 
recognized Royal Family of the Griqua today.
Plettenberg Bay was settled due to the trek of a new leader, not bearing the name 
of “Kok” but “Le Fleur”. The name Le Fleur originated when Abraham Le Fleur, 
acting as guide and bodyguard to Sir Andries Stokenstrom, Lieutenant General of 
the Eastern Province at that time, saved Stockenstrom’s life during an attack by a 
band of Xhosas. According to Griqua legend, for his act of courage, Sir Andries 
Stokenstrom is believed to have said: “You are a brave man. One day, when you 
have a son, you must name him after me. Take this five-pound note, it must be 
used to christen the boy. If he turns out to be a coward, you must beat him to 
death, because a brave man like you does not deserve a coward for a son.” 
Abraham, whose father was a French missionary and mother of Malagasy descent, 
named his second son after himself and Stockenstrom, thereby fulfilling the 
revelation he received from God. It was this son, Andrew Abraham Stockenstrom 
Le Fleur, who was to become known as The Kneg (Servant of God) and later as 
“The Reformer” who led his people to Kranshoek in Plettenberg Bay.
It was after the death of Adam Kok III in 1878 that the Griqua people found 
themselves leaderless. In June 1896 a decision was taken, and agreed to by the 
Kok family and the Executive Council of the Griqua, to elect Andrew Abraham 
Stockenstrom Le Fleur as their new leader. In 1896 Le Fleur married Adam Muis 
Kok’s daughter, Rachel Susannah Kok. This marriage into the Kok royal family 
ratified Le Fleur’s claim to lead the Griqua people.
Paramount Chief Andrew Abraham Stockenstrom Le Fleur was a deeply religious 
man blessed with prophetic visions earning him the name of “The Kneg” (Servant 
of God). His first prophesy came to him, when as a young boy minding his father’s 
donkeys at Mount Mynjanie near Kokstad, he received a vision from God 
commanding him to “Go and gather the dead bones of Adam Kok and call them 
as one nation so they can be My people and I their God.”

Le Fleur in 1917 led the  Griqua trek from Kokstad eventually arriving at the farm 
Jakkalskraal in 1927. Travelling by means of horseback, donkey carts and wagons, 
the first group of Griqua finally arrived in Plettenberg Bay. His objective first and 
foremost was the unification and upliftment of his people. This he did by 
developing settlement schemes and encouraging self-reliance, enabling his people 
to express their culture, religion and traditions to the full. This led to him be called 
“The Reformer” in addition to his earlier title “The Kneg”. 
In 1939 Le Fleur began negotiations with a local farmer, Mr van Rooyen, to lease an area 
of his farm, Kranshoek‚ for use by the Griqua people as well as securing a burial site for 
himself on top of the Robberg Peninsula. The negotiations were successful, resulting in 
the first group of approximately 10 families arriving in Kranshoek that same year. 

They say if you want to learn more about an area study its history, but if you want 
to truly understand what makes an area unique, you need to experience its culture. 
This is the thinking behind the proposed Cultural Centre Complex – a worldclass 
cultural centre that will weave together a number of cultural threads through an 
interpretative centre, conference centre, art gallery, and theatre, plus several 
associated satellite centres branching off from the designated site at Kranshoek. 
The proposed “Bridge Project” is a joint venture between two entities – the 
Kranshoek Griqua Community and The Cultural Bridge – who share a similar 
vision for developing sustainable upliftment opportunities for the local community 
while offering visitors an alternative view of Africa as “the failed continent”.  
There are currently very few educational resources dedicated to the growth and 
preservation of indigenous culture. The result is that an area can quickly lose 
touch with its cultural heritage and its visitors unwittingly sideline its courageous 
and often visionary leaders. This Centre aims to change all that by helping grow 
knowledge and pride in the indigenous culture and history of Africa.
This Centre will be created to be a place of compassion, contemplation, forgiveness 
and restoration, promoting social cohesion and the further development of a 
shared national identity. In a country fragmented along social, economic and 
cultural lines, the Centre will serve as a place where South Africans can develop a 
new cultural understanding and respect for each other. It will also be where 
people from outside of Africa can find themselves by re-establishing their roots. 
The Centre plans to benefit the surrounding areas by engaging the local communities 
as both proud ambassadors and guides, skilled in their cultural knowledge of the 
area and trained in the needs of the growing tourism and hospitality industries. 
With the Centre serving as a key cultural attraction, Plett will soon be able to 
transcend its “peak and valley” trading pattern, helping to grow a more sustainable 
and integrated tourism industry, for the benefit of locals and tourists alike.
The Bridge project is fully endorsed and supported by Plett Tourism and the  
Bitou Municipality.

For the Palaeontology Record
Many areas are naturally beautiful. Some offer a rich, cultural heritage to support 
this, but only a rare few can claim all of this plus a palaeontological record that is 
etched into the walls of its caves. 
After decades of debate, palaeoanthropologists agree that the genetic and fossil 
evidence supports that Modern Homo sapiens evolved in Africa circa 200 000 –  
160 000 years ago. The stretch of coastline along the Cape South Coast is testament 
to this fact, with an array of ancient caves, art, and artefacts that record the life of 
our earliest ancestors, some dating back as far back as 164 000 years ago. These 
cave dwellers were systematically harvesting shellfish from the coast and using 
ochre as pigments. There is even evidence to suggest they were making use of 
bladelet technology to produce complex tools that would rival even today’s tools. 
The sites at Pinnacle Point, the Robberg Peninsula (Nelson’s Cave), Klasies River 
and Blombos Cave hold great international significance. They have all yielded 
rich, archaeological material covering its intermittent Middle and Later Stone Age 
occupation dating from a few hundred to more than 175 000 BP. 
Animals that roamed its grasslands included giant buffalo, an equine resembling 
the quagga, springbok and acephaeline antelopes (blesbok/bontebok), wildebeest, 
hartebeest and a giant acephaeline. Bones from all these herbivores have been 
recorded in the cave’s midden. The caves were abandoned between 40 000 to  
20 000 BP during the last Ice Age, when the sea level dropped around 130 metres, 
moving the coastline about 100 km seaward. 
It is a great privilege to be the custodians of such internationally significant sites 
that put modern thinking man in the region between 100 000 – 170 000 years ago. 
Due to the significance of these findings, selected southern Cape sites will secure 
national heritage status and hopefully in the longer term World Heritage status 
through UNESCO..

Nomads to Landowners - Conquering the Odds

Bridging the cultural divide

People of  the Mist
the Griqua Community of Kranshoek, 
the Griqua Historical Cultural Tour 
& Jakkalskraal Chalets accommodation

The 1920s Le Fleur homestead
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The South Cape coastline is 
home to a rich cultural heritage 
dating back some 160 000 years. 
Come and discover some of its 
secrets for yourself!
Four significant  
palaeontology sites are  
located at: Klasies River, 
Blombos Cave, Pinnacle Point 
and Nelson’s Cave at  
Plettenberg Bay.

Palaeolithic stone artefacts from the South Cape coastline.
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  KRANSHOEK HIKING TRAIL
The Kranshoek Trail is as beautiful as it is challenging. From indigenous forests 
and fynbos to waterfalls and breath-taking coastal views, the Kranshoek Trail really 
has it all, but visitors have to work for it. The trail starts at the Kranshoek picnic 
site at the top of a steep waterfall and winds its way through the forest down into 
the gorge below, where the waterfall stream flows. The hike then follows the 
stream along the coast before going up the slopes to the plateau and back to the 
picnic site via the Kranshoek viewpoint. 
Top tip: If the full trail sounds a bit too strenuous there is an optional shortcut up 
to the Kranshoek viewpoint and back to the picnic spot (about 4 km) shortly after 
reaching the coast.
Directions: From Knysna, take the N2 towards Plettenberg Bay. At the Sasol 
petrol station, about 17 km out, turn right and follow the gravel road for 1.7 km 
and turn right, follow this road for 4.2 km to the Kranshoek Picnic Site.
GPS Coordinates: 34º 04.702 S 23º 13.672 E 
Contact: Harkerville Forestry Station: +27 (0)44 532 7770

  ERICAVILLE HONEYBUSH TEA FARM 
There is only one region in the world where Honeybush grows naturally and it 
just happens to be the area surrounding the beautiful Ericaville tea farm. Situated 
in the Kranshoek Griekwa Settlement, just 10 km outside Plettenberg Bay, the farm 
is run by a Trust and maintained through various Expanded Public Work projects. 
Honeybush is traditionally grown and harvested by hand by the descendants of 
the Khoisan people, who adhere to stringent organic production rules. For the 
past 10 years, the farm has been exporting 95% of its tea through the EU Fairtrade 
principle, in keeping with its own practices and principles on the farm. 
Being ideally situated for the growing and harvesting of both Honeybush and 
Rooibos teas, the farm boasts a wide range of natural, flavoured and ice teas,  
with up to 27 flavours to choose from, which visitors can enjoy at one of its tea 
gardens or experience, first hand, on one of its tours.
Tea tours at Ericaville 
The farm offers holistic tea tours that enable visitors to experience, first hand,  
the history, traditions and processes that go into farming these indigenous teas. 
The aim is to give visitors the full harvesting experience (from growing to drinking) 
so that they can leave having experienced something truly unique and indigenous 
to the region. 

  Community Craft Shop
This quaint Community Craft Shop offers local craftsmanship such as leatherwork, 
printed and painted fabrics, beadwork and painted shells. All the crafts are handmade 
by community members, reflecting the rich, cultural history of the Griqua people.

  Attie Kranshoek Tea Garden
One of the area’s best-kept secrets, this community tea garden offers a variety of 
homemade cakes and cookies, biscuits and light meals. Created by locals Mary 
Henry and Sophia van Wyk, this charming little stopover welcomes visitors daily 
from 9 am to 4 pm. Visits should be pre-arranged through the Griqua National 
Conference of SA office: 044 533 9338.

  The Kranshoek Rieldansers and Community Choir
Rieldans is one of the oldest dancing styles in South Africa and can be traced 
back to the Khoi San of the Cape. The Riel was originally performed by the Khoi 
and San after a successful hunt or during a celebration, but later became the 
dance of farmworkers and sheep shearers, whose daily activities are often 
portrayed during a dance. Also known as ikhapara by the Nama, it is danced at 
an energetic pace and demands a lot of fancy footwork. Often performed in a 
circle, the dance is about wooing and lovemaking and takes some of its moves 
from animal courtship, particularly the ostrich. Rieldans is a true celebration of 
ancient traditions that finds new expression in contemporary forms. 

A brief history: visitors will learn more about the history, plant classification, 
medicinal properties and even get instruction on how to cultivate and harvest 
Honeybush and Rooibos tea. (Approx. 30 min)
Harvesting by hand: Visitors will experience traditional harvesting, first hand. 
(Approx. 30 min)
Chopping the tea: Chopping the tea is an important part of this hands-on 
process. Here visitors will get to test their skills first hand. (Approx 30 min)
Oven drying and flavouring the tea: probably the most lengthy part of the 
entire process, visitors will get to learn, enjoy and experience this aromatic 
process first hand. (Approx 4 hours.)
Wild harvesting: A special treat offered during the natural harvest time (August/
September), visitors will get to identify the plant in the wild, experience it being 
harvested it in its natural environment and see it being taken through the drying 
process.
Top tip: The tours are supported by two tea gardens, where visitors can taste and 
purchase the products afterwards. 
The farm sees these tours for their potential to uplift the region and inspire 
spin-off projects like making tea bags, using local bakers, upcycling and even 
creating a platform for local artists and communities to sell their wares.
The tea tours are PDI initiative that, with the right incubation have the potential to 
uplift the surrounding communities.
Contact: +27 (0)44 534 8664 

  PLETTENVALE WINE ESTATE
Plettenvale Boutique Vineyard and Winery is part of the new “Wine of Origin 
Plettenberg Bay Region”, often touted as the future “Champagne District” of 
South Africa. Cooler climatic conditions coupled with attention to detail in the 
wineries, make this area particularly excellent for the cultivation of high-quality 
Pinot Noir and Chardonnay grapes. 
Contact: +27 (0)44 533 9146 or email: info@plettenvalewines.co.za 
Visit: www.plettenvalewines.co.za

  THE ROBBERG NATURE RESERVE
The Robberg Nature Reserve is a wonder to behold. Situated just 8 km south of 
Plettenberg Bay and close to Kranshoek, this national park and national 
monument is home to some rocks that date back 120 million years, to the 
break-up of Gondwanaland. Evidence of middle and later Stone Age inhabitation 
has even been found in a few of the caves along the peninsula. Visitors can learn 
more about the area at the Nelson Bay Cave interpretive centre.
The reserve is actually a peninsula that slowly became an island of biodiversity and 
is one of the few places you can sight the rare blue duiker or the Western Cape’s 
smallest antelope. Other highlights include walking alongside one of the seven 
climbing-falling dunes on the Cape coastline and viewing the highest navigational light 
on the South African coastline at the Cape Seal Lighthouse (146 m above sea level). 
The reserve extends 1.8 km offshore, providing protection to a range of vulnerable 
fish species, with dolphin and whale sightings being a regular occurrence in season 
in addition to the occasional seal. But no matter the sounds or sights you encounter,  
it’s hard not to walk away inspired by the dramatic landscape and beautiful flora. 
Top tip: An overnight hut is available for those who want to spend more time on 
this beautiful reserve.
Contact: +27 (0)44 533 2125/85  or email: reservation.alert@capenature.co.za    
Visit: www.capenature.co.za/reserves/robberg-nature-reserve

The picturesque region of Kranshoek is unique in that it has one of the largest 
Griqua populations in South Africa and is both home to the Griqua National 
Heritage Monument and the Griqua National Conference. A visit to the community 
head office enables visitors to step back in time and view historic photographs, 
news articles and editorials that offer a fascinating glimpse into the history of the 
Griqua nation, from the time of Adam Kok to the Le Fleur leadership.
In the surrounding area, visitors can also enjoy:
•	 Rondegaande	Museum 
•	 Griqua	National	Heritage	Monument 
•	 Ou	Skooltjie	(Old	School) 
•	 Griqua	Centrum	Museum

These two luxury self-catering chalets are located in a beautiful valley on the 
Jackalskraal farm, just five minutes drive from Plettenberg Bay, in close proximity 
to the local airport. Each chalet offers 2/3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, a fully equipped 
kitchen and an open plan lounge/dining area with DSTV and bespoke, luxury decor. 

The outside braai area is perfectly situated to enjoy spectacular sunsets and views 
over the lush valley below. The chalets are the ideal location for anyone who 
enjoys the peace and solitude of nature, nestled in a cosy, farm environment. 
Nearby attractions include the Griqua National Conference Centre & Museum,  
the Robberg Peninsula and a variety of spectacular coastal hiking trails.  

The Griqua Historical Cultural  
Tour of Kranshoek

Jackalskraal Chalets

Nearby Places of Interest

It’s rare to find 18 km of pristine wild coastline nestled between a nature reserve 
and a state forest. This biodiversity is one of the many features that make the 
Robberg Coastal Corridor so unique and popular. 
The corridor, which stretches from Robberg Nature Reserve to Harkerville State 
Forest in the heart of the Garden Route, has been identified as a Critical 
Biodiversity Area by the Garden Route Initiative. With the help of ‘Eden to Addo’, 
the residents of this magnificent coastal corridor are asking the MEC for 
Environmental Affairs and Development Planning to declare their properties a 
Protected Environment, in terms of the National Protected Areas Act – a move 
that will put South Africa’s conservation legislation to the test. This is a first for 
South Africa and could prove an important precedent and tool for reaching 
national conservation targets. Although not all properties are currently members 
of the Protected Environment it is hoped that, in time, the benefits of jointly 
conserving the corridor will draw the remaining landowners in.
Did you know: Conservation corridors are a hot topic in the climate change 
debate as they are essential for the exchange of genetic material needed to keep 
plant and animal populations healthy. 

The Robberg Coastal Corridor
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