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Plettenberg Bay is the ideal destination for young and 

old, families and couples, local and international 

guests. Visitors return to Plett time again to unwind, 

or to live it up. It is the perfect, all-year round destination with 

amazing summers to moderate winters. Sunshine can be found in 

abundance in this natural treasure. 

SCENIC BEACHES
The scenery is perhaps the greatest highlight of all, and the 

sweeping vistas of pristine lagoons and beaches can’t easily be 

beaten anywhere else along the Garden Route. There are six 

internationally recognized Blue Flag beaches, each with its own 

personality, along the town’s 20 kilometres of picturesque Indian 

Ocean coastline. Throughout the year, you’ll find beachgoers of all 

ages soaking up the sun and enjoying the many outdoor activities 

you’ll find in Plett. 

Lounging in the soft, warm sand is only the beginning. Surfing, 

skimboarding and bodyboarding are popular among locals 

and visitors. With up to 12-foot waves, the beaches along Plett’s 

coastline are home to some of the best waves in South Africa. 

There are many different beaches to choose from in Plett. 

Some have lagoon areas for young children and others are hot 

surfing and bodyboarding spots for the more adventurous. Plett 

has six premier “Blue Flag” status beaches.

The Plett region offers visitors truly spectacular and uniquely 

diverse nature experiences. The region encompasses 5 different 

biospheres, forests, fynbos, wetlands, mountains and the coastal 

region, each with its own abundant offerings.

FYNBOS AND FLORA
The small Cape Floral Kingdom between Cape Town and 

along the Garden Route contains 8500 different flowering plants. 

This is more than is found in the entire Northern hemisphere. There 

are a great many wild proteas and the list of geophytes that can be 

seen in the area is extensive.

 

INDIGENOUS FORESTS
Between 1777 and 1939 much of Plett’s indigenous forests 

were exploited in the timber trade. Although it is the largest 

tract of natural forest in South Africa, only 65000 hectare of the 

original forest remains today. The Outeniqua yellowwood is a true 

forest giant reaching over 50 metres in height. Other magnificent 

specimens are the ironwood and stinkwood trees. Trees in our 

forests are often numbered to identify species. 

The perfect holi-
day destination – 
Plettenberg Bay
Located along the coastal area of the Garden Route in the Western Cape area 

of South Africa, Plettenberg Bay may be the perfect holiday destination
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Our forests harbour many species of ferns including the seven 

week fern which is prolific in the Tsitsikamma region. Colourful 

lichens on rocks and tree trunks and many species of mushrooms 

can also be found.

BIRDS AND LAND ANIMALS
More than 260 species of birds have been sighted in this area 

with its unique four habitats, namely the forests, fynbos, wetlands 

and the coastal region making this area a birdwatchers paradise. 

Special birds include the Knysna Loerie, Narina Trogan (both found 

in indigenous forests), the African Black Oystercatcher (coastal), 

and the Orangebreasted sunbird (fynbos). Common mammals 

that may be spotted include the bushpig, dassie, caracal. genet, 

baboon, vervet monkey, blue duiker, bushbuck, grysbok, leopard, 

mongoose and the Cape clawless otter. The most common 

species of reptiles include the dwarf chameleon, boomslang, 

night adder and puff adder.

Rare and unique insects can also be found here. The humble 

silver-spotted caterpillar unique to the coastal belt of the Southern 

Cape helped lay the foundations of a century-old church at The 

Crags near Plett.

 

MARINE LIFE AND REEFS
More than 100 species of fish are known to occur along this 

coast. Some of the finest soft coral reefs in the world are found 

here with sponges, starfish and many shellfish including our 

unique Pansy shell. Common marine mammals are dolphins, 

whales and seals. During winter months, the spectacular Southern 

Right Whales, Humpback Whales and occasionally Orca Whales 

take up residence in the bay when they arrive up from the southern 

oceans to calve.

NATIONAL PARKS AND NATURE RESERVES
There are an abundance of National Parks, Nature Reserves 

and Game Reserves in the Cape Garden Route and especially so 

in Plett. The most famous of all are the Tsitsikamma National Park 

and the Robberg Nature Reserve, the latter being earmarked as a 

world heritage site.

Where the booming breakers of the Indian Ocean relentlessly 

pound rocky shores, where temperate high forest and fynbos roll 

down to the sea in an unspoilt verdant carpet, where ancient rivers 

carve their paths to the ocean down rocky ravines. This, “the place 

of much water”, is the Tsitsikamma National Park.

Tsitsikamma National Park stretches 65kms along the coast 

from Natures Valley to Oubosstrand with the heartland of the park 

stretching some 5 km to sea, protecting a wonderland of inter-

tidal life, reef and deep-sea fish. Dolphins frolic in the breakers, 

surfing and playing for the sheer joy of life and the gentle giant 

of the ocean, the southern right whale visits here, coming inshore 

to breed.

The most important of the nature reserves is Robberg Nature 

Reserve, offering great walking and hiking trails and is an excellent 

view site for cliff based whales and dolphins sightings. There 

are three circular walks of various lengths, caves, and extensive 

information about Robberg’s geology, archaeology and existing 

marine life.

ACTIVITIES AND ACCOMMODATION
Besides these world class surroundings, Plett offers a startling 

– and surprising – array of activities and accommodation. In order 

to get through it all – swimming with seals, marine safaris, wine 

routes, big five game viewing, wildlife sanctuaries and experiences, 

birding, cycling, hiking, paddling the river – a minimum stay of five 

nights is highly recommended. 

Accommodation in Plett, and in its forested fringes, is 

superlative – from the 5 and 4 Star hotels, boutique guest houses 

and bed & breakfasts to self-catering homes and apartments as 

well as back-packers.

 

ACCOLADES AND AWARDS
Plettenberg Bay was named a winner in the 2015 and 2016 

TripAdvisor Travellers’ Choice™ Awards for Destinations. “This town 

is a real gem, and we recommend it thoroughly for a stop on the 

Garden Route.”– Review by TripAdvisor traveler africatravel00

Plettenberg Bay has been nominated for the 7th year running 

as Africa’s Top Beach Destination in the 2016 World Travel Awards. 

Plettenberg Bay has made it onto the Daily Telegraph’s “Top 25 

reasons to visit South Africa” list. In at number 16 in a list of 25, the 

UK newspaper declared that “some of the best are found in 

Plettenberg Bay, in the Western Cape, along the popular Garden 

Route.” 


