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F E S T I V A L  R E P O R T

BACKGROUND

PLETT OCEAN FESTIVAL took place for the second time in 2023,  anchored by the Plett Marine
Science Symposium, including outdoor activities and excursions on the Plett shoreline and in the
ocean, and incoporating young learner educational programmes.

20 presentations by researchers, marine biologists, oceanographers, conservationists and
citizen scientists over 3 days at the Beacon Island Lagoon Room.
Guest and MC Zandile Ndhlovu of The Black Mermaid Foundation

16 events and excursions over 10 days including:
Family rocky shore excursions, scuba reef and beach clean-ups
Pelagic birding trip on the ocean
Art workshops referencing the ocean and marine life
A sustainable shoreline foraging excursion
Ocean cruise with musicians playing live in concert with whalesong amplified onto the boat
3 Music concerts in an ocean cave with live musicians and recorded whale song
2 Shark Club beach events in partnership with Sharkspotters
Beach shark egg hunt
An event celebrating the accreditation of Plettenberg Bay as a Whale Heritage Site - the 7th in
the world

 5 community screenings of the film Whale Rider, with an educational programme presented
by Cape Nature and Nature's Valley Trust
Adopt-a-swimmer, Adopt-a-Surfer  and The Black Mermaid Foundation underwater workshop

3-DAY PLETT MARINE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM: 30 June to 2 July 2023

ACTIVITIES & EXCURSIONS: 30 June to 9 July 2023

YOUNG LEARNER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMME

To position Plettenberg Bay as a destination leading the discourse on ocean observation,
conservation, preservation and action

To position Plett as a destination offering responsible, sustainable marine and ocean activities of
great variety, accessibility and unique experience

To position Plett as an environmentally conscious best winter outdoor arena for families, for
lifestyle, fun and learning experiences.

OBSERVE, CONSERVE, PRESERVE

PROGRAMME



World Hope Spot recognizing the diversity of marine life in our bay 
Robberg World Heritage Site

Newly accredited Whale Heritage Area
Garden Route Biosphere

Two Marine Protected Areas 
Garden Route Nature Reserve 

Cape Nature Reserves - Robberg and Keurbooms
Plett coastal environment: beaches, estuaries and shoreline 

7 Blue Flag beaches & 2 Blue Flag boats

PRISTINE PLETT ENVIRONMENT

U N I Q U E  T O  P L E T T

MARINE & CONSERVATION STAKEHOLDERS

Cape Nature
Nature’s Valley Trust 
Nelson Mandela University
Oceans Research Institute
Sustainable Seas Trust
The Orca Foundation
The Robberg Coastal Corridor Protected Environment 
SANParks
The Strandloper Project 
Independent academic researchers
World Cretaecan Association
Sharkspotters
Plett Sharkspotters
Prodive Plett
The Black Mermaid Foundation
Plett Stranding Network
Ocean Safaris/House of Hope and Glory
Two Oceans Aquarium Foundation
Org Noetic Ecology
Chrysalis Training and Skills Development
Plett Adopt-a-Swimmer
Plett Adopt-a-Surfer



Dr Alejandra Vargas-Fonseca:  Bottlenose Dolphins along the Garden Route

Dr. Zanri Strydom:  Protecting the Cape gannets along the Garden Route

Prof Pierre Pistorius:  Diving into the world of penguins 

Chanel Hauvette:  Stranded seabirds in the Garden Route 

Prof Amanda Lombard:  Marine Protected Areas of South Africa, including 
spatial planning of coastal areas

Dr. Minke Witteveen:  Assessing the sustainability of boat-based whale watching

Dr Els Vermeulen:  The right whale at the wrong time: southern right whales 
in a changing climate

Dr Gwenith Penry:  Bryde’s whale conservation in South Africa

Zandile Ndhlovu:  Expanding the dream; A world unimagined 

Alison Towner:  Fear at the top - the fascinating chronology of orcas displacing 
coastal sharks in South Africa

Toby Rogers:  Bronze whaler sharks, a case study 

Nicky Namntu:  Plett Shark Spotters    

Melissa Nel:  Shark Seasonality in Plett   

Mark Dixon:  Five factors Influencing the status of the Swartvlei Mouth Sandbar

Dr Chantel Elston:  Stingrays on the Garden Route  

Judy Mann:  Conservation through Communication  

Brittany Arendse:  Conserving beach breeding birds in an urban context

Clement Arendse:  The Iconic Knysna Seahorse  

Prof Deborah Robertson :  The Humpback Southern Migration Route

Dr Matthew Zylstra:  Encounters - An Experience of Keurbooms Estuary

PLETT MARINE SCIENCE SYMPOSIUM SPEAKERS



SUMMARY OF TICKET SALES

250 TICKETS SOLD (+15% on 2022)

1%     England
2,5% Cape Town
5%     Knysna
1%     Jeffrey‘s Bay
1%     Johannesburg
(10,5% ex-Plett)

These guests accounted for 120 bed nights in Plett  

BUDGET SUMMARY



PLETT ACTIVITIES AND SERVICE PROVIDERS

SUMMARY OF OUTCOMES

20 Conservation and marine institutions received ticket proceeds

25 Plett activity companies and service providers

4 Accommodation establishments participated and received publicity

2 Retailers participated and received publicity

30 Learners participated in an underwater workshop

300 Learners participated in environmental education

Our thanks to Wesgro and Bitou Municipality 
for support of the Plett Ocean Festival

This report was compiled by Cindy Wilson-Trollip on behalf of Plett Tourism 
cindy@pletttourism.com          083 521 1876


